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aff, Writer

T IR New ¢ Albany oyd #:Co
schools isex’ edueanonb insiin

rade, when many i
men ate, t' 'cfx FElry o N KT
It's a Jogical time to introduce top-

ics® parents often ‘avoid *diséussing
‘with their children;said. “Géorgetown -
‘Elem School “'teachef~ Nancy .

- explicit. instruction'that! students will -

about s
/vance’ lhrough hmor
< New Albany

high school.*'
oyd is one of several

.. Southerh lndlana school. districts that

- offers . an. established * curriculum, -
":woven through health classee fo’ex- .
plain sexual matters, including;
% n, childbirth and famlly topics.
ut not all Southern, Indiana school -
5ystems offer sex educahon, and one |
; evelopment in the past. ai,w serVes
. as a reminder-that sexual .ise
. main a sensitive topics., .y ¢
.. In June’ 1994 60 parents and mims-
-ters . g at a: ortlh Harrison ..

school meetm
" ‘proposed health: cunfc.num tﬁgse t‘in-

cluded'sex education. ‘They’ criticized |
‘lts broadly*’ written* guidelies 'and '

er abstinénce-only”™ ‘spin.' i3 -
Ningteen months’ later,‘ thé contro-.
e ortHartistn |
"“has yet to adopt a policy..And it pro
- abl yy:von’t'hap Ps 1

"Similar¢ontroversies' over sexedu-

i | :cationi have flared across'Indiana and "
+"the nation in recent years, said Juli¢

:Slavens;:a staff attorney, for:the; Indj-"~
ana School ot ke r/ e h AN
Parents have many oplmons about
what and how, their children should -
‘be -taught' about-: i5ex,: Slavens said.
the. conservative surge in rrecent.’

. years has led moreaparents and com:

munity groups'to questxon what pub-
li¢c schools are teaclnng. g

.+ “Schools  are : extremelyncautrous
‘and conservative. about.any kind of
--sex.ed,” observed 'l‘erry Smth. W

——

1 But’ Dot eve,

Clark’s superintendent.” i
- A survey of local school systems in-
dicates ‘most-offer "some: kind‘of sex.:
education,” as ‘well ‘as 'the 'state-man- "’
.dated teaclunﬁ
-alcohol’and

“educatiori. At
Schools Corp., for example, a'school -
's decision’ six year$ ago'not to .
offer sex education remains in ‘effect. -
“Discussions about body" parts<and -
growth and development'are covered °

est’ Clarl{ Commitiii

) 'lléh helalth textbht;oks Otherlvlgse, thl; .
+_ SCRoo. system s a small library o est major- -
*" instructional - Vldeotapm *and Other..,ﬂny of the parents- are relieved mﬂ‘

_ materials that teachers use‘occasxon-.g
" ally, said Bob Shireman, the

-assistant in charge of curri um
“Even in-districts where sex educa- .
tion has been a part of the routirie for

. are careful to stick to the bool:

+" discussions ‘abouit growth. and devel-
" -opment “begin inthird " and* sixth
.. grades; but more”’ specxﬁe‘*«leesons
* about sexual activity'- anfd) unwanted

* and sophomore: years, “We stick right
" teacherat Souith'Central Jurior/Sen-

" parents - questioned. the : school 'dis-
. trict’s plans, some. opponents suggest- "

ed the district should re-write the cur-.
.riculum’ to stress; strict; abstinence,

At South ' Harrison, " for;

ancies” are' saved reseventh. .
‘eighth-graders, =" “wed¥ i o4
Concepnon, childbirth and relation-"
s “are ‘ coveréd Quring’freshman

by :the’ book,”~'said Tom’ Cullen, a-
jor High." “If you steer off oourse, you‘I

get into ‘sensitive topics.” 1+ 113
- Last -year;-‘when «North i Han-ison .

And they :wanted scliools to. obtain
pemnssxon m advance from parenns

&

'begln to, |

Norwoed. It's-also-the start of'more .
" as*they” ‘ad-.. .

con-:

issues’ re-:

qgested the policy needed a su?ng- g

n’s00n;’said’ Suger- :
“thtendent. Monty ‘Schiieider. . - #1450

: offers ‘gex £

- with,” said Billner, who works as.a
.‘~~Tabor and delivery nurse. “We're hav-
- ing 14- and 15-year-old gurls come in
‘and: dehver babies.”

toplc
a SChOOlS

WHAT PAnem's“"
'CANDO -

Man “schaols encourage b
parents fo' talk with their '
""children and explain thelr
"own family values, as
. youngsters learn abouthealth

"and sexuality. 2
Here are socme thmgs R
experts say parents.-can’do.
-encourage healthy atmudes
and behavior;~ " * G
N Encourage chlldren to
participate in activities that 4
promote positive self .
_concepts, including church
' and youth-group activities:

with them. ~~ ~~

. | “family to spend together,*":is'*
¥ Encourage children to
_choose their friends. careful[y
avo:ding peers-who are "
| séxually ‘active’ or who use
f drys and alcohol, 7 #
Teach your child what -
situations to avold, including
' |“those where they're tempted
0 experiment With nsky
- behavior . e
¥ Set limits: and help your
;;children understand how to-"i'r'<
_ do the.same for tHemselves,
~*Show them it's important to-..
|; -6t fimits for thémselves *: '
before placing themselves in
; emotional situations. . " -
... ¥ Tegch them that they .
,;.should break off re!ationshlps '
with people who do not ',
. respect thelt personal limits.
.~ - % Choose entertainment -
“that promotes family values. . g
.~ ¥ Teach young people. . .
M who' have been sexually
" active that' previous act onsﬂ
, don't set a lifelong pattem. ..
They c¢an stop anytime and
take a.new path "

» Discuss your own - i |°
rellglous values and beliefs. el

"~ Find time fof the whole“’ b R

V'Bfefore teachmg some materlal

and ask them to tell the'school if they

.don’t want their chxldren to, attend the, )

‘sessions.

"*Two school districts = New Alba-‘ A
y-Floyd-and Clarksville = have dorie . -"
ty. just that for years. They notify par-' <~
“-ents' about- upcoming -classes: on ‘'sex "

‘Sex education is stlll ;

oy
iy
-t
o
an

Ta

Few request that, said Norwood,.‘v

New Albany-l-'loyd's health - curricu- -

lum coordinator, “The bj

" Brenda Billner, one of the parents

!don’t have to talk -about it” at home. e
. who criticized North Harrison’s pro-" - .

posed curriculuth last year, said she

“Thls is somethmg we need to deal

.. But .she told . the North Harrison

the teen pregnancy rate is just'one in-

. dicator, She urged. school dfficials to.

.. years, teachers’ and’ admnustrators iloesntfavor doing w:thoutacun-icu-“ )

fvg

Mo

board last summer that traditional sex.: **:
education teachings have failed —and " ;

consider revamping the policy to'in- - . '

. clude-a strong values-based focus.”

Many. educators, however, -defend
their curri

schools aren’t to- blame for the ‘teen”

curriculum -and_point out that -
“preguancy s rate or soclety’s moral de-

"At Clarksville Middle School, each  °

,” prin Tom Rose: said

" lesson- includes’ a strong abstinence . -
‘theme and always, in- a "famlly-hfe
* contes 0"5



