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SexMU(^tion is still
; • • ' • •.••' •!-»' '.iRCj ( •.• . • ,

a sensitiJ^e topic
ialndiwa schools
By GRAGESCHNEIDEIl'

^ Ih New ' Albafty-Floyd V'-Cdunty
-schools/^siex education b^ns: in'the
.fifth grade, whenmaBy giri '̂begin to
mehstmate.'':'M^'''

It's a logical time to in^liM top
ics'parents often 'avoid'dismissing
with their.children,'̂ said>(jMigetown
Elementaiy School 'neachef: - Nanw
Norwood; It's •also: the start of more
^lidt instruction'that^stttdients will
•ileceive about sexualityas'̂ thq^ 'ad-.
Vance through junior hi|^' school ''
•' New /Ubany-Floyd is oneof several
.Southed Indira school districte that
-oftiers.«an ?- established -Currii^um,
:Woyen through health classes, to ex-
plain sexuial matters, including;con-

.ceptiont childbirth and funily topics.
fitit notall. Southern, Indiana s^ool

^ems offer ^ education,'and one
' ;development•in the'past- yew serves
. as a reminder, that se^al 'i^es're-
. main a sensitwe topic^V/'/TtiiV '.m r

June 1994,60 parents and'n^s*
•ters appeared,.at a 'Nprth-) tiiarrison.
s<±ool tDoafd meetuigi.to oppoM. a
proposed health' cunfculurii that''in-'
cliided*s^ education. The;^ criticize

, its broadly' written>guidelines 'and
. suggested the poliiy needed a sting

er •'abstinence-onljr spin.''.
. Ninjsteien months later,'the contlxh

•versy 'ig'ihuted, biit NorthsHarrison
hasyettoadopt a policy. And it prob-^

. W Won't happen soon-'said Suoer-
' intendent;Monty'Schtteider.'̂ ^v

Similai»'6ontroversies'ovefW.edu-
;catiorihave flared across'indiluta and
the nation in recent years, said Julie
!Slavens,-;a staff attomi^/lor the-Indi
ana School Board.'. V' t,.; - • i '

Parents have many opinions about
what, and how, their childfen should
be taught; aboutiS^TSlayens said.
And the.conservative suige in recent
years has led pioretpkehts.andcom
munity groups to questioqi>what pub
lic schools are teachingi'

. "Schools âre extremefy^icautious
and conservath/e about>'any .kind of
sex ed,'^observed Teny Smith; West ,
Clark's superintendent." -i ;

dicates'm^stoffer''some.l^d'of sex-
education/ as 'well as the'state-man-

WHAT PARENTS V
CAN DO
' Many schools encourage:'

, parents to talk with their ;
children arid explain th^lr,
own family values, as '
youngsters learn abouthealth :

.and,sexuality. ' '
Here are somethingsV '"

experts say parents can do to
,encourage healthy attitudes
and behavior: \ '
K Encourage children to =

participate In activities that ;
promote positive self .
concepts. Including church ': •
and youth-group activities. .

• ^Discuss your own •' X
religious values and beliefs ^^
with them. - , , : v
" Rnd time fof the whole ^ '

•family to spend together.' -
Encourage children to •••

choose their friends care^lfy/ '
avoiding peers who • >
sexually 'active'or who use"::'
drugs and alcohol; ' ' ^ • '

Teach your child what •
situations to avoid, including •

•those where they're tempted
•to experiment With risky '
behavior. . r , . i v., .

v^ Set limits and help your'
children understand how to " •
do the .ssame for themselves."
Show them it's Important to -
;set limits for themselves "
before placirtgthemselves in
emotional situations^. ,,'
' Teach them that they '

.should break'off relationships,...
With people who do not r .;
respect their personal limits.-•
^Choose entertainment •

that promotes family values. '•
.V Teach young people, i .
who liaye been sexually : '
active that previous actions •

, don't set a ilfeiong pattem. J,
' They can stop anytime and
take,a new path. ;' •.

material. "

_Buf^i^;^ doiie
Mucahpri* At West aark;C6mmimity just that .for yea^s. Thw notifV pa^

^ CoO';. fp*: e*a«nple.:a; about upcoming classes on sexboard's decision six yeart ago'not to i... 1.«
offer sex.education remains ih'effect.
• Discussions about bodyparts 'and
growth and development'are covered Few reouest that said NhrwrwMimhealth textboofe. Otherwise, the NeW AlESovSs 3th SSu'

dated teachings onAIDS;<hydene, and .before teaching some matei
^8 abtise.' 'Two school districts —^But. ndt'every district *offers "sex ;• "hy-Floyd and Clarksville ^ 1

just that'ior yea^s. Thqr n
ents about upcoming classu ««
andaskthem totell theschool ifthey

..don'twantthev children td attend ±e

assistant in chaige of curricul^m:
Even iri districts where sex ^ucai-

tioh has been a part of the routine for
yearsi teachens'. and administrators

careful to stick to the bool^.'
,': At South Hanison, for iihst^ce,

: discussions about

Conception, childbirth an^ relation*
ships are'covert diirihg-^ftieshman
and sophomoreyears. '*Westickright
by'the'book,"'said Tom'CuUen, a
teachef at Soiith Central JUiiior/Sen-
iorHigh.'"If you steeroffcourse,'you '
get into sensitwe topics."H?i i!, .

Last-yeart when North <Harrison

who criticized North Hyson's pro
posed curriculum last year, said she
doesn't favor douigwithout a curricu-

inson, ror;insiattce. -IS® ^
lit growth,aHd .develrvgJiJ;^ who wprte ^.a

opment ''begin in ^third and"^ sbrth Tabor and dejiveiy nurse. .'We're hay-
- • • • . \ in? la* ann ctirlo /«rkmA *««gfad^J buFmore •sp^(^ti^^ ing If^and i5;^eat-old girls,come in
about sexual activity-and unwanted ' ' iv .
nreffiianripfi are' sav^-for^s^enth- •' the North, Harrison

^ • board1^summerthat traditional^
educationteachings havefsiled—and
theteenpregnancy rateisjustonein
dicator. She urged school officials to
consider revamping the policy to in
cludea strongvuues-based focus.
, Many educators, however, defend

their curriculum and pomt out that
schools aren't to blaine for the teen'—<u6uI. lu'uuuuc lui uie leen

parents questioned the ;school dis- pregnancy rate or society's moral de-
. tnct'splans^ some opponents suggest-' dine.
edthedistnct should rerwiite thecur- AtClarksviHe Middle School, each
ncwum to stress ,' strict .-abstinence, lesson includes' a strong abstinence
And they jvanted.scltools to obtain theme and always in a "family-life
pemussion m advance, from,parents context," princ^ Tom Rose said:.

•

• V/*

'h'

."••A
'•rc.


